
Danish Development Cooperation 
 
 
Development policies 
 
Danish international development policy aims at creating better opportunities for 
development and alleviating the extreme poverty in developing countries, with a 
particular focus on sub-Saharan Africa. At the same time, it contributes to the 
consolidation of open, democratic and economically sustainable societies in developing 
countries.  
Special emphasis is placed on supporting economic growth and job creation, promoting 
respect for human rights and poverty reduction for women and their participation in the 
development process, strengthening basic education and health, as well as on reforms 
and modernization in developing countries.  
 
Priority countries 
 
Denmark’s development assistance is focused on a selected number of developing 
countries (so-called programme countries) that work with efficient, long-term national 
strategies for poverty reduction. Countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America remain the 
main recipients of Danish aid. The aid flow to Africa annually accounts for around 60 per 
cent of the Danish bilateral assistance to the Danish programme countries.  
Development assistance in Europe is provided through the Neighbourhood Programme. 
The list of European priority countries includes the following countries in the UNECE 
region: Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, 
Georgia, Kosovo (SC Resolution 1244), Montenegro, Republic of Moldova, Russian 
Federation, Serbia, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey and Ukraine. 
 
Priority areas 
 
In the coming years, Danish development assistance will be focused on the following 
five areas:  
 

 Social and economic development, including mitigating the consequences of the 
economic crisis for the poorest countries  

 Human rights, democratization and good governance, including promotion of 
democratic rule of law, gender equality and women’s rights and opportunities  

 Stability, security and the fight against terrorism  
 Refugees, humanitarian assistance and assistance in regions of origin  
 Environment, in particular climate change 

 
Donor’s approaches 
 
Danish development cooperation considers the following factors as preconditions of the 
general budget support: past aid performances, macroeconomic conditions and 
adequate financial management abilities by the recipient country. The disbursement will 
be ended if programme performance fails or such issues as democracy and human 
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rights are neglected. 
 
Other conditions attached to development assistance are as follows: responsibility for 
the development process should be in the hands of the partner government; good 
governance in terms of an efficient, poverty-oriented national strategy; and plans and 
procedures in development cooperation should reflect such issues as human rights and 
democracy. 
 
Coordination and implementation 
 
Denmark is providing development assistance in bilateral and multilateral cooperation.  
The Danish development policy is coordinated by the Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
 
The Danish Development Agency (DANIDA) is in charge of implementing the 
programmes and projects. Multilateral cooperation is provided in partnership with other 
organizations such as the development banks, especially the World Bank, the European 
Union and the United Nations, namely ILO, UNAids, UNDP, UNESCO, UNICEF, UNIDO 
and WFP. 
 
 

http://www.um.dk/en/menu/DevelopmentPolicy/DanishDevelopmentPolicy/   4/30/2010 

http://www.um.dk/en/
http://www.danidadevforum.um.dk/en

